
• 1 Kings 2  

o King David begins to grow his family in 2 Samuel and has 25 sons (1 Chronicles 3) before his 

death.  (960 BC)  

   

• 1 Kings 11 & 12  

o Even in all of Solomon’s glory, Solomon had a problem:  He loved foreign, pagan women!  

(1 Kings 11:3-4)    

o After reigning for 29 years, with his sin of polygamy and idolatry, along with his son, 

Rehoboam, the UNITED kingdom of Israel divides.  (931 BC)  

▪ 10 tribes of Israel move to the North in Canaan,  

▪ The 2 remaining tribes (Judah and Benjamin) move to the South.   

o Both sides, Israel and Judah, have 20 KINGS reign BEFORE Assyria deports Israel in 722 

BC (2 Kings 17:2) and Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon deports Judah in 586 BC (2 Kings 24 & 

25).   

o 1 & 2 Kings are from the perspective of Israel, while 1 & 2 Chronicles focus on Judah’s kings, 

that were far more superior and righteous than Israel.   

 

• 1 Kings 16 

o 58 years have passed since Solomon’s death. (860’s BC)  

 

• 1 author – identity unknown to us, but not to God.   

 

• 2 perspectives to consider when reading 1 & 2 Kings:   

o One, perspective of the kings – (20 in Northern Israel, 20 in Southern Judah)   

 

o Two, perspective of the prophets.  Although Elijah & Elisha are the most well-known and 

remembered, there are several other supporting cast members – some named, like Ahijah, 

Shemaiah, Jehu, Micaiah, Nathan, Isaiah, Huldah – and several unnamed, but given titles 

or nicknames like, “The old prophet and the man of God” (1 Kings 13).   

   

• 3 themes:     

o The sovereignty of God – God controls His creation, such as the weather, ravens, and 

even human life!   

 

o The worship of God – God demands EXCLUSIVE worship ONLY to Him.  Yahweh 

DEMANDS sincere, true, and proper worship.  There will be drastic consequences for NOT 

worshiping Him properly.   

 

o The promises of God – although God’s kingdom is divided, His promises are not 

forgotten or expired.  He always remains FAITHFUL, never breaking His Word!    

  


